
CLOSING ORPHANAGES

The vision of their church is not to open orphanages, but to close them down.

Rick and Kay Warren

NOBODY ELSE IS COMING

The Church must answer the call to care for kids in foster care. Nobody else is coming.

Karen Waddell

ADOPTION IS ABOUT BEING WANTED

Adoption is about being wanted. It is about belonging. These are deeply emotive themes, which resonate 
with the cares and concerns of many in our increasingly fractured society. To be adopted is to be invited into 
a loving and caring environment. It is about being welcomed, wanted and invited. Adoption celebrates the 
privilege of invitation, in which the outsider is welcomed into the fold of faith and love.

Alister McGrath, Knowing Christ, pp. 144-145.

IT’S A SOLUTION FOR…
Adoption from foster care is not a solution for childless couples. It is a solution for
parentless children.

Drew Hale

MESSY, BUT NOT LONELY
Foster care can be messy, but it doesn’t have to be lonely.

Laura Doherty

QUOTES ABOUT FOSTER/ADOPTION
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“QUOTES”



MORE THAN A SERVANT
I’m beyond forgiven. I’m more than a servant. I’m adopted by a father whose love is perfect, whose ac-
ceptance is unconditional, whose affection is never ending, and whose generosity is boundless. A father  
who is for me...forever!

Lee Strobel

A DAILY PRAYER OF NOT JUSTIFICATION, BUT RELATION
This daily prayer for forgiveness of sins is not a prayer that God would give us justification again and 
again throughout our lives, for justification is a one-time event that occurs immediately after we trust in 
Christ with saving faith. Rather, the prayer of forgiveness of sins each day is a prayer that God’s fatherly 
relationship with us, which has been disrupted by sin that displeased him, be restored, and that he relate 
to us once again as a father who delights in his children whom he loves.

Wayne Grudem

ADOPTION – THE HIGHEST GIFT OF GRACE
Our understanding of Christianity cannot be better than our grasp of adoption.... Of all the gifts of grace, adoption is 

the highest.

J.I. Packer. Knowing God

YOU HAVE TO BURDEN YOURSELF TO BEAR ANOTHER BURDEN
When people say, “I can’t afford to give,” what they’re really saying is, “I can’t afford to give without burdening my-

self.” Galatians 6:2 says ‘Bear one another’s burdens.’ How do you bear someone else’s burdens without burdening 

yourself? You have to burden yourself to bear another burden. Look at the needs of the world, look at the needs of 

the Church. You need to give until some of the burden other people are experiencing is falling on you, then there’ll 

be peace and justice in the world.

Jonathan Edwards

MOTIVATION AND MANDATE
God has given us a clear motivation: he has adopted us. God has given us a clear mandate: look after orphans and 

widows in their distress. Whatever we do to care for needy people, whether it is fighting for their rights as a lawyer, 

standing up for them as a politician, opening opportunities for them as a business woman, talking with them on the 

streets as a neighbour, opening our homes to them as a carer, or advocating for adoption…, we offer worship to God. 

Not just any old worship but ‘pure and faultless’ worship to God our Father.

Kandiah, Krish (2013-03-14). Home for Good: Making a Difference for Vulnerable Children (Kindle Locations 293-297).  

Hodder & Stoughton.

THE GREAT GOAL OF ORPHAN CARE

The great goal of orphan care and orphan care communities is to bring fatherless children into relationship with their 

true Father, GOD, and into the beautiful gift of redeemed family!

Darke, Philip; McFarland, Keith (2014-04-10). In Pursuit of Orphan Excellence (p. 52).
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1ST AND 2ND GOALS

The end goal of foster care is for reunification, or reuniting, with biological parents or other family members. Sadly, 

this reunification is not always possible, and many children in foster care become eligible for adoption each year.

DeGarmo, Dr. John (2016-04-04). Faith & Foster Care: How We Impact God’s Kingdom (p. 26). New Hope Publishers.

MORE THAN JUST ANOTHER CHRISTIAN CAUSE

Adoption is, on one hand, gospel. Our identity and inheritance are grounded in our adoption in Christ. Adoption is 

also mission. In this, our adoption spurs us to join Christ in advocating for the poor, the marginalized, the abandoned 

and the fatherless. Without the theological aspect, the growing Christian emphasis on orphan care too often seems 

like one more cause-wristband for compassionate conservative evangelicals to wear until the trend dies down.

Moore, Russell D. (2012-08-14). A Guide to Adoption and Orphan Care (Kindle Locations 64-68).

SBTS Press.

THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN IS SPIRITUAL WARFARE

The protection of children isn’t charity. It isn’t part of a political program fitting somewhere between tax cuts and gun 

rights or between carbon emission caps and a national service corps. It’s spiritual warfare.

Russell D. Moore. Adoption: What Joseph of Nazareth Can Teach Us about This Countercultural Choice (Kindle Locations 

192-193). Crossway.

JOSEPH IS JESUS’S REAL FATHER
Joseph is not Jesus’s biological father, but he is his real father. In his adoption of Jesus, Joseph is rightly 
identified by the Spirit speaking through the Scriptures as Jesus’s father (Luke 2: 41, 48).

Russell D. Moore. Adoption: What Joseph of Nazareth Can Teach Us about This Countercultural Choice (Kindle Locations 

214-215). Crossway.

BEAUTY AND SORROW INTERTWINED
Every decision to love an orphan brings beauty and sorrow intertwined…. Opening ourselves to the or-
phan exposes our hearts to the world at its most deeply broken parts . . . and both joy and heartache are 
sure to follow.

Barna Group; Jedd Medefind (2014-01-07). Becoming Home: Adoption, Foster Care, and Mentoring--Living Out God’s 

Heart for Orphans (Frames) (p. 30). Zondervan.

WE WILL TASTE SOME OF THAT HURT TOO
Whenever we open our lives to a child who has known great hurt, we will taste some of that
hurt too. Encouraging people to get involved without offering the full picture guarantees
disillusionment. If we are to love others as God first loved us, we must embrace both its
beauty and its costliness.

Barna Group; Jedd Medefind (2014-01-07). Becoming Home: Adoption, Foster Care, and Mentoring--Living Out God’s 

Heart for Orphans (Frames) (p. 64). Zondervan.
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THE CHURCH CANNOT OUTSOURCE JAMES 1: 27
James 1:27 says, “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans 
and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” This is a high charge. 
And it is something governments cannot do. That’s why the church cannot outsource James 1:27 to 
government or NGOs. As Christians, as people God has expressly called to love the orphan, we have an 
irreplaceable role to fill.

Barna Group; Jedd Medefind (2014-01-07). Becoming Home: Adoption, Foster Care, and Mentoring--

Living Out God’s Heart for Orphans (Frames) (p. 35). Zondervan.

SOMETHING WE CAN ONLY DO TOGETHER
Not every Christian is called to foster or adopt. But every Christian community is called to embody the 
pure religion that includes caring for orphans and widows in their distress. No other institution in the 
world is capable of embracing orphans and supporting their families like the local church. This is some-
thing we can only do together — becoming home for those who most need it.

Barna Group; Jedd Medefind (2014-01-07). Becoming Home: Adoption, Foster Care, and Mentoring--Living Out God’s 

Heart for Orphans (Frames) (p. 36). Zondervan.

IN MOST EYES, ORPHANED CHILDREN ARE NOT SEEN AS GOD SEES THEM
In most eyes, orphaned children certainly are not seen as God sees them or as we see our own kids— 
as unique children with special skills and talents to be nurtured and developed in furtherance of their 
unique purposes on Earth. This tragic reality results in one of the major barriers we have in our quest for 
bringing excellence and best practices to orphan care in general and orphanages in particular. The pre-
vailing view is that orphans are not our children— they aren’t “our own”— so why should they get anything 
more than leftovers?

Darke, Philip; McFarland, Keith (2014-04-10). In Pursuit of Orphan Excellence (p. 2).

JUSTICE IS THE GRAND SYMPTOM OF A REAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
As Tim Keller, pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City, said, “A deep social conscience, 
and a life poured out in service to others, especially the poor [including the orphan], is the inevitable sign 
of real faith, and justice is the grand symptom of a real relationship with God.”

Darke, Philip; McFarland, Keith (2014-04-10). In Pursuit of Orphan Excellence (p. 11).

A RETELLING OF THE GOSPEL
God adopted us at profound cost to himself….So adopting an orphan, even when very difficult, is just a 
small retelling of the gospel. That story too includes suffering.  

Barna Group; Jedd Medefind (2014-01-07). Becoming Home: Adoption, Foster Care, and Mentoring-- Living Out God’s Heart 

for Orphans (Frames). Zondervan. (p. 38).

A DEEPER SOURCE
So if we are to go the distance, we must drink from a deeper source than guilt, duty, or idealism alone. 
We must draw from the wellspring of God’s fathomless love.

Barna Group; Jedd Medefind (2014-01-07). Becoming Home: Adoption, Foster Care, and Mentoring--Living Out God’s 
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Heart for Orphans (Frames). Zondervan. (p. 40).

GENTILE AND JEW RECEIVED ADOPTION
None of us are natural-born children of God, entitled to all this grace, all this glory. It’s not just the Gen-
tiles – with their uncircumcised penises and pig-flesh-eating mouths – who were adopted into this fami-
ly. The Jewish Christians, too, received adoption (Rom 9:4).

Moore, Russell D. (2012-08-14). A Guide to Adoption and Orphan Care (Kindle Locations 87-89).

SBTS Press.

THEOLOGY, NOT BIOLOGY
The primary motivation for us adopting kids was theology. Not biology. Because our lives are directly 
related to what we believe, our theology should lead way to our biography.

From a message delivered at The Austin Stone Community Church.

GOD IS AN ADOPTIVE FATHER
I learned from the Scriptures that God is an adoptive father. There are no natural born children into the 
Kingdom of God. All of us, who are in the family, are here by virtue of adoption.

From a message delivered at The Austin Stone Community Church.

THE HIGHEST MOTIVATION
Rather, the highest and best motivation for adopting is the gospel of Jesus Christ. The spiritual impulse to 
adopt runs far deeper than cute international babies, cross-cultural experiences and family growth.

Moore, Russell D. (2012-08-14). A Guide to Adoption and Orphan Care (Kindle Locations 312-314). SBTS Press.

I LOVE THE WORD ADOPTION
I love the word adoption. It describes perfectly what our relationship to God really means. Adoption isn’t 
simply a concept or a big theological word; it’s a family word, a loving parentchild word. It promises be-
longing, closeness, and a brand-new and highly favored identity. And it says much about the heart of a 
loving, determined, all-powerful Father who goes looking for children who will forever bear his name.

Tullian Tchividjian, Do I Know God?, p. 25.

ENTER INTO THE PLACE OF THE HEART OF AN ORPHAN
On the surface, the most pressing issues facing orphans seem to be those related to immediate needs: 
food, clothing, shelter, and education. We often model orphan care around meeting these needs. But 
these are not the greatest need. While these needs are crucial and must be addressed with excellence, 
meeting external needs alone is insufficient to bring about genuine change in the heart of a wounded 
child. It is this place of the wounded heart that is often the most overlooked and misunderstood. If any 
child is to truly benefit from our efforts of care (even when done with excellence) we must first under-
stand and enter into the place of the heart of an orphan. Even when placed into family, an orphan is quite 
able to remain an orphan at heart.

Darke, Philip; McFarland, Keith (2014-04-10). In Pursuit of Orphan Excellence (p. 33).

ADOPTION: A WAY OF VIEWING THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
Adoption is an overarching way of viewing the Christian faith. Adoption pertains to the beginning of
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salvation, the Christian life, and the resurrection of the dead.

Robert Peterson, Adopted by God: From Wayward Sinners to Cherished Children, p. 7.
TRAUMA TOO
Be compassionate to the foster child’s parents; most of them had a lot of trauma in their childhood too.

Brian Mavis, America’s Kids Belong

DOING GALATIANS 6:2 
The Bible says to “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” Wrapping around a foster 
family is bearing their burdens.

Brian Mavis, America’s Kids Belong

 
MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION
Fostering a child who reunites with her family is a beautiful expression of the ministry of reconciliation.

Brian Mavis, America’s Kids Belong

NOT TAKE, BUT TAKE CARE
[Said to parent who had child removed]: I’m not here to take your child, but to take care of your child until 
you can. 

Julie Mavis, America’s Kids Belong

 
IF YOU NEVER HEAL 
If you never heal from what hurt you, you’ll bleed on people who didn’t cut you.

Anonymous

DO NOT DISMISS THE LOSS 
Loss is at the core of every foster care or adoption story. Do not dismiss the loss by only seeing the gains. 
Both are significant.

Lindy Johnson, America’s Kids Belong

HAVE AN OPEN NEST 
Why limit the journey of parenting to a full or empty nest? Imagine the impact of having an open nest—
where another child is welcome to spread their wings and take flight from your loving and safe home 
base.

Krista Petty, America’s Kids Belong

GRAPPLE WITH OUR OWN HISTORY 
If we are really serious about trauma informed care, above all, we must be willing to grapple with our 
own history and our own pain until we are able to take responsibility in how it plays out with our kids.

Kristy DeAnda, America’s Kids Belong

TWO-YEAR-OLD’S PRAYER
Worried about how foster care will affect “your” children? After two short weekends of respite care our 
two-year-old son’s bedtime prayers changed to “Dear God, Thank you for anyone who comes to my 
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house.”

Lisel Atherton, America’s Kids Belong
 IS NOT ROCKET SCIENCE, BUT IT IS ROCKET FUEL
Loving a kid in foster care is not rocket science, but it is rocket fuel and can change the future trajectory 
of a life forever.

Travis Vangsnes, America’s Kids Belong

GOD OFTEN SPEAKS THROUGH HER SENSITIVITY 
Men, listen to your wife’s heart if she’s feeling called to foster care.  God often speaks through her sensi-
tivity to reach us in our passivity.

Travis Vangsnes, America’s Kids Belong

THE CHURCH HAS THE SUSTAINING MOTIVATION AND MECHANISMS 
God’s command to care for the marginalized and the fatherless is a resounding and clarion call through-
out scripture.   The church has the sustaining motivation of the gospel and the sustaining mechanisms of 
small groups to create lasting change around foster care.

Travis Vangsnes, America’s Kids Belong

MOVE YOUR EMPATHY TO ACTION
Figure our what you can do to move your EMPATHY to ACTION. There are plenty of ways to get involved 
in foster care that don’t involve becoming a foster parent.

Kristin Allender, America’s Kids Belong

BE ASSURED 
Any parent, regardless of their present or past, should be assured there is a family providing a safe, loving 
and healing place for their children; whether it be temporary or permanent.

Jaalah Neerhof, America’s Kids Belong

SOLVE THIS TOGETHER 
Solving the foster care crisis as an individual seems overwhelming and impossible. But really the solution 
itself is simple. If we each bring our strength and resources we will be able to solve this together.

Laurie Zauche, America’s Kids Belong

WRAP AROUND RESPONSIBLE
It is irresponsible to recruit new foster families without simultaneously recruiting wrap around support for 
those families.

Kristin Allender, America’s Kids Belong

THE KIDS WHO NEED THE MOST LOVE 
The kids who need the most love ask for it in the most unloving ways.

Anonymous
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BROKEN SYSTEMS NEED TO BE FIXED, NOT AVOIDED.
Many people shy away from foster care because “the system is so broken.” Broken systems that impact 
children, families & society need to be fixed, not avoided.

John Moore

WHAT THEY NEED IS WHAT ANY CHILD NEEDS 
If the government or those who are in power want to make the foster care system better, what they 
should do is just ask a foster kid. Talk to one of them. They can tell you exactly what they need. What they 
need is what most children and even teens need…Someone who cares about them, someone who will 
listen to them and hold them when they are scared. What they need is what any child needs…a family 
who loves them.

Luis, a youth in foster care

IT’S ABOUT MY ENTIRE LIFE 
It’s about my entire life, it’s not just about my childhood. I want to know that I’m going to have someone 
to walk me down the aisle. That I’m going to have grandparents for my children.

Mary, a youth in foster care

WE CAN FEEL LIKE WE BELONG 
It is hard to be moved around all the time. Permanency is important because then we can feel like 
we belong and settle, rather than get moved around and feel worthless because we feel that no one 
wants us.  

Kaylee, a youth in foster care


